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Call for Papers open from June 20 through August 9. 
Abstracts may be sent to urbancommons@labgov.it 

Full paper submission deadline: October 12, 2015

Abstract Submission Guidelines

 November 6-7, 2015, Bologna, Italy

Inspired by the recently implemented Bologna Regulation on Collaboration for the Care and Regeneration of 
the Urban Commons, as well as by other commons-based experiments in cities around Italy by the LabGov 

project (e.g. Co-Mantova, Co-Battipaglia and Co-Palermo), the 1st IASC Thematic Conference on the Urban 
Commons will bring together leading scholars, researchers, policymakers, practitioners and social 

innovators to take stock of the developments in the interdisciplinary study of the urban commons and 
related questions of urban governance. 

This meeting  will seek to better understand the idea of urban commons at different scales, under what 
circumstances and contexts urban commons emerge, what contributes to their durability and effectiveness, 
and what undermines them.  The conference will stress the importance of an "urban commons narrative" for 
urban infrastructure, urban welfare, and urban development. Additionally, it will focus on questions of urban 
governance and will explore different frameworks for governing common urban resources, and the city, in a 

collaborative manner.

The conference co-chairs are professor Sheila Foster - Fordham Law School 
and professor Christian Iaione - UniMarconi-LUISS LabGov. 

Keynotes

Tine De Moor, Utrecht University (IASC - Netherlands)
Richard Sennett, London School of Economics, New York University (UK – USA)

Silke Helfrich, Commons Strategies Group (Europe)
Michel Bauwens, Commons Strategies Group (Asia)

in collaboration with:

THEMATIC CONFERENCE

1. Conceiving the Urban Commons
2. Mapping the Urban Commons

3. The Urban Commons and Democratic Innovation
4. The Collaborative/Sharing Economy as 

the Basis for a Commons-Based Urban Economy
5. Social innovation as the Basis for a Commons-Based Urban Welfare

6. Designing and Governing the City


